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by $621 billion over the next 10 years.
We cannot afford this. Our children
cannot afford this, and the economy
will crumble underneath it.

Mr. Speaker, the American people
are frustrated with seeing their elected
officials in Washington sit on either
side of the wall and refuse to make real
spending cuts. It is time to sit down
and have a conversation about how we
get our fiscal house in order and get
our spending addiction under control.
We cannot continue to jeopardize our
economy and our Nation’s future by
spending more than we take in.

——————

CONGRATULATING THE BOSTON
RED SOX

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Michigan (Mr. KILDEE) for 5 minutes.

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, while
typically I would address the House on
much more serious subjects, today it is
a slightly lighter subject that I am
here to address. Much to my regret, I
am here standing before you to con-
gratulate my dear friend and classmate
from Massachusetts (Mr. KENNEDY) and
his Boston Red Sox on their American
League Championship Series win over
my beloved Detroit Tigers. And in ac-
cordance with our agreement, today I
am wearing the gentleman’s rather un-
sightly Boston Red Sox tie, which is
painful to say the least.

Although the Tigers did not make it
to the World Series this year, I do want
to say how proud I am of our players,
of our team, of our State, and specifi-
cally of Jim Leyland, who, after two
World Series, four American League
Championship Series, and 8 years as
our manager, announced his retirement
this week.

Jim, I am sure I speak for all
Michiganders and all baseball fans in
saying that we are proud to have you
retire as a Detroit Tiger.

To Michigan, and specifically to De-
troit, the Tigers have always meant
more than just baseball. Year after
year, their perseverance and grit, even
through really tough times for both
the team and for the city, that perse-
verance has been emblematic of the de-
termination and resilience of Detroit-
ers and Michiganders. Tigers baseball
has provided hope and instilled a sense
of pride in a city and State that has
surely seen its share of difficulties.
Their performance and their wins have
certainly not erased the challenges
that we face, but it has given the com-
munity and our State a lift.

Like the team, Detroit and Michigan
have always had hope for the next sea-
son. I love my Detroit Tigers and ap-
preciate all they mean to the great
State of Michigan.

And to Jim Leyland and our amazing
team, bless you, boys.

So, today, regrettably but sincerely,
I salute my colleague from Massachu-
setts and his winning team, the Boston
Red Sox. I had hoped for a different
outcome, but, nonetheless, a win is a
win.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

JOE, congratulations to you and to
the Red Sox.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair and not to a per-
ceived viewing audience.

———

WHEN PROPAGANDA TRUMPS
REALITY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
California (Mr. McCLINTOCK) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. McCLINTOCK. Mr. Speaker, this
Nation has gone through 18 govern-
ment shutdowns in the last 37 years.
Fifteen of those 18 shutdowns occurred
when Democrats controlled the House.
In those 15 shutdowns, the Democrats
demanded increased abortion services
and labor and environmental policy
concessions.

Perhaps the reason we don’t remem-
ber those shutdowns as vividly is be-
cause, in those days, Presidents nego-
tiated around the clock to resolve the
disputes that caused them and did ev-
erything that they could to minimize
the public’s inconvenience and suf-
fering.

This time was different. This time,
the President refused to negotiate, and
he took unprecedented steps to amplify
the pain and suffering that the public
endured. A senior administration offi-
cial told The Wall Street Journal, “We
are winning . . . It doesn’t really mat-
ter to us how long the shutdown lasts
because what matters is the end re-
sult.” A park ranger said, ‘“We’ve been
told to make life as difficult as we can
for people. It’s disgusting.”

This administration barricaded open-
air venues like the World War II Memo-
rial for Honor Flights by World War II
veterans, yet it opened The National
Mall for an amnesty rally by illegal
immigrants. It closed simple parking
lots and roadside turnouts that merely
offered passers-by distant views of
Mount Rushmore and Yosemite. It or-
dered businesses to close just because
they leased land from the Federal Gov-
ernment. It even tried to close the
ocean to Florida fishermen. These
measures had never been taken in prior
shutdowns, and they often cost more
than simply leaving these venues open.

A constituent of mine in Hume, Cali-
fornia, wrote, “To get to my place of
residence and work, I have to travel
through the Big Stump entrance sta-
tion of Kings Canyon National Park on
Highway 180. Currently, the entire
roadway is barricaded, and it appears
as though the Park Service is attempt-
ing to prevent anyone from traveling
to or through the national park. I was
in the area 17 years ago as a young
adult during the last government shut-
down, and this type of thing didn’t hap-
pen. Sure, the facilities at the visitor
centers were closed, but the land was
still accessible.”

Now, why would the administration
do this? Why would it deliberately
order our public servants to ‘“‘make life
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as difficult as possible for people’’?
They told us why—because they were
winning politically.

On October 2, House Republicans,
joined by 23 Democrats, passed H.J.
Res. 70 to open the national parks, but
the bill was killed in the Senate. Why?
Well, they told us why. They were win-
ning politically.

When Republican Governor Jan
Brewer stepped forward to use State
funds to staff the Grand Canyon Na-
tional Park—as Arizona had done in
previous shutdowns—she was
stonewalled by the administration for
10 days. Why? Well, they told us why.
They were winning politically.

Now what was the outrageous Repub-
lican demand the Democrats refused
even to discuss during the 16-day shut-
down while they ordered our public
servants to make life as difficult as
possible for people? Well, on September
30, with the deadline just hours away,
House Republicans had dropped all con-
ditions to fund the entire government
with one substantive exception: delay
the individual mandate that forces peo-
ple to buy policies against their will.
Democrats summarily rejected this
proposal and, for 16 days, refused to ne-
gotiate on this single point while lit-
erally accusing Republicans of sedi-
tion.

Then, this past Monday, the Presi-
dent’s press secretary made this stun-
ning admission: the administration
may, itself, seek to delay the indi-
vidual mandate by dropping the pen-
alty for noncompliance. They have got
to be kidding.

For the 16 days of the shutdown, the
only substantive dispute was the Re-
publican plea to delay the individual
mandate for the millions of Americans
who couldn’t find or afford ObamaCare
policies. Doing so would have ended the
impasse instantly. During those 16
days, it was clear to everyone that the
exchanges weren’t working. Yet for 16
days, the President and congressional
Democrats refused even to discuss the
matter while they turned their formi-
dable propaganda machine to the task
of winning politically. Then, just 4
days after Republicans capitulated on
all points, including dropping our sin-
gle substantive request to delay the in-
dividual mandate, the administration
is now, itself, considering delaying the
individual mandate.

Mr. Speaker, these facts speak for
themselves and need no embellishment
from me. John Adams once observed,
“Facts are stubborn things.” As pas-
sions cool and reason resumes its right-
ful place in the Nation’s discourse,
these facts will speak eloquently and
stubbornly of what happens when poli-
tics trump policy and propaganda
trumps reality.

————

JPMORGAN CHASE SETTLEMENT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Ohio (Ms. KAPTUR) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KAPTUR. The greatest power a
banker has is to create money. Banks
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